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I.  Answer the following questions. 

1. Why did the farmer hug Buntee? 

The farmer hugged Buntee as he was glad to see Buntee. The farmer has been looking for Buntee 

since he disappeared from his house. 

2. Do you think Buntee will leave Gajaraj and go home with the farmer? 

No, Buntee is unlikely to leave Gajaraj and go home with the farmer voluntarily. The story shows that 

Buntee and Gajaraj share a deep bond and have become inseparable friends. 

3. Why did Gajaraj not eat his food? 

Gajaraj did not eat his food because he was feeling sad and lonely after Buntee, the dog, was taken 

away from him. He missed his friend deeply, and this emotional distress affected his appetite. 

4. Who were friends at the end of the story? 

At the end of the story, the friends were: 

• Gajaraj (the elephant) 

• Buntee (the dog) 

• The mahout (elephant trainer) 

• The farmer 

The story concludes with the reunion of Gajaraj and Buntee, who continue their friendship. 

Additionally, the mahout and the farmer also form a friendship as they bond over their shared concern 

for Gajaraj and Buntee’s happiness. 

5. How did the mahout come to know that Gajaraj was sad? 

The mahout noticed that Gajaraj was not eating his food, which was unusual behavior for the elephant. 

Despite checking Gajaraj’ s physical condition and finding nothing wrong, the mahout suspected that 

Gajaraj might be feeling sad due to the absence of Buntee, his only friend. 

6. Why was Gajaraj sad despite living in royal comfort? 

Gajaraj was sad because he had no friends. Despite being well looked after by the king and his 

caretaker, the mahout, Gajaraj longed for companionship beyond his interactions with them. 

7. How did the mahout care for Gajaraj, and why was he not considered a friend? 

The mahout took care of Gajaraj by serving him food and giving him daily baths in the elephant pond. 
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He was a kind caretaker but not considered a friend because their relationship did not involve 

companionship beyond basic care. Gajaraj desired emotional connection and companionship that the 

mahout, despite his kindness, could not provide. 

8.Why do you think Buntee licked the farmer’s hand? 

Buntee licked the farmer’s hand as a gesture of gratitude and affection. The farmer had shown kindness 

and understanding by allowing Buntee to return to Gajaraj, which made Buntee happy. Licking the 

farmer’s hand was Buntee’s way of expressing thanks and acknowledging the farmer’s compassion. 

9. What was ‘unlikely’ about the friendship of Gajaraj and Buntee? 

The friendship between Gajaraj and Buntee was unlikely because they were different species – an 

elephant and a dog. Normally, elephants and dogs do not interact closely in natural settings. However, 

their friendship blossomed due to their shared circumstances and the emotional bond they developed 

through their interactions and mutual care. 

10. Give two examples to show that Gajaraj was very happy to have a friend. 

• Gajaraj shared his food with Buntee when the dog was hungry, showing his generosity and care. 

• Gajaraj playfully splashed water on Buntee during their bath together, indicating their playful 

and joyful interactions. 

II. Read the following lines and answer the questions that follow. 

(a) Despite royal comforts, Gajaraj was sad because he had no friends. The mahout, or elephant trainer, 

was the only one he ever interacted with. The mahout was a kind man who served Gajaraj food and gave 

him a bath in the elephant pond daily. He was a good caretaker, but not a friend. 

(i) Complete with one word: 

mahout: kind:    Gajaraj: sad 

(ii) The mahout was a good caretaker because he gave food to Gajaraj and a bath in the pond. 

(iii) What do you think is the difference between a friend and a caretaker? 

While both friends and caretakers play important roles in the lives of others, the difference lies in their 

relationship, the roles they fulfill, and the emotional connection they share. Friends provide 

companionship, emotional support, and mutual understanding, whereas caretakers focus on meeting 

practical needs and ensuring the physical well-being of those under their care. 

(b) “Are you missing your friend?” asked the farmer remembering the happy look on Buntee’s face 

while sitting on the elephant’s back. “I cannot see you go hungry,” said the farmer, “If you miss your 

friend so much, go to him.” The farmer removed the rope with which he had tied the dog. 

(i) The farmer uses the word friend to refer to the elephant. 

(ii) How did the farmer know that Buntee was hungry? 

The farmer noticed that Buntee had not touched his food since coming home with him. Hence he could 

see that Buntee was hungry. 
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(iii) Why did the farmer remove the rope with which he had tied Buntee? 

The farmer removed the rope because he empathized with Buntee’s longing for his friend, Gajaraj. 

Seeing Buntee unhappy and not eating, the farmer realized that Buntee’s happiness lay with Gajaraj. 

Therefore, he allowed Buntee to go back to his friend by removing the rope. 

(iv) Complete with one word: 

Gajaraj: Buntee: Mahout: farmer 

 

 

 

     


